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March 28 2022 | Juba
Press Sate nent

M nistry of Health Launches FHeld Epide mology Trai ning Program(FETP) to
strengthen ep de niol ogic capacity of the public health workforce to ensure

nati onal health security

28 Narch 2022, Juba - In order to address the need toi nprove fid d epi de md ogy capacity for early
detection and rap d response toirfectious dsease outbreaks and other pubic health threats at dl
levd s of the hedthsystem W CDG WHO and partners deve oped athree - tiered pyranmid nodel for
Fidd Egdemdogy Traring Prograns (FETP)i npl ementation A the base of the pyranmidis the 3-
mont hs Frontline FETP that targets pubic hedth workers at thelocd levd, the nidd e of the pyramd
isthe 9 nonths Inter nediate FETP for reg ond levd hedth workers and at the peakis the 2-years

Advanced FETP for nati onal leve pulic hedth managers.

To address the e denmid ogic capacity gaps at thelocal and subnationa leves of the heath system
and strengt hen the country s pulic heath systens and prograns as well as fast track atta nnent of

I nternati onal Health Regu ati on (I HR (2005)) core capadties for preventi on detection andresponseto
pubic health threats, in Nove mber 2021, the Nlnistry of Healthin cdlaboration wththe US CDG

Worl d Health Qrganization ( WHO country ofice and AFENET startedi np errenting afrontli ne FETP,

a 3 nonthinservice fid dbased tra ring programfocused on detecting and respond ng to dseases
and events o pubic healthi nportance or internati onal concern Partid pants |earn and practice the
fundamenta skills used in frontline surveillance ind udi ng use of case defiritions, dsease detection
and reporting summarizing of data using si npl e tables and graphs, case investigati on outbreak
investigation and response surveillance nonitaing and evauation and data analysis and

interpretationfor dedision maki ng.

I nadequate skilled workforce, especidly at thelocd and subnationd levds of the hedth system for
i g enrentati on of the 2005 I nter nati onad Health Regu ati on (I HR) core requirements for preventi on,
detection and response to public hedth energencies as well as the absence o afidd ep denid ogy
tra ning programinthe country, were anong the naj or find ngs o the 2017 jd nt external eval uati on

for the Republic of South Sudan. In order to address these gaps, the South Sudan nati onal acti on dan
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for hedth security ( NAPHS), 2020 — 2024, has pri aritized the i mp enentation of fid d ep de nmi d ogy

trarningfor pubic hedth workers at the nati onal and subnational levds.

Today, 28 March 2022, the niristryis proud to graduate the first cohort of twenty-one (2 National,

10 State 2 Ad niristrative Area and 7 County) Surveillance Gficers onthe Frontline FETP.

Through subsequent cohorts o frontline FETP graduates, the MOH d ans to have a net work of wdl-
tra ned survellance dficers and other puldic heath workers in country who wll contribute to
increased capacity to recognize public hedth problens pertinent to the popu ation increased
conpl etion and accuracy of survellance data reporting and analysis at state and county levds,
increased capacity to provide descriptive analysis o a pubic health prod em and stronger cuture of
data-based decision nmaking Asg the frontline FETP graduates wll day a critica rdeinscding the
i np enentation of the WHO African Region | DSR third edtion that the country recently adapted to

strengthenits pubic heath survellance system

The Mrnistry of Hedth woud like to assure the peope o the Republic o South Sudan o its
comnit ment to ensure national heath security by working wth deve oprent partners like US CDG
WHQ AFENET and other partners to address the fidd ep denid ogy capacity gaps i nthe country as
reportedinthe Jd nt External Eva uationfor I nternational Health Regu ati on (I HR) core capacities for

preventi on, detecti on and response to public heath events.

For norelrfor nati on, Contact:

Dr. John Rumunu (Drector Generd, Preventive Health Services, & FETP ProgramDrector MOH
RSS); e mail: ai. moi ga @ mail.com Td: +211-924- 767- 490
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