
The Republ i c  of  Sout h Sudan 

 

Mi ni stry of Healt h 

 

1 
 

 Mar ch 28, 2022 | Juba 

Press State ment  

Mi ni stry of Healt h Launches Fi el d Epi de mi ol ogy Trai ni ng Progra m (FETP) to 

strengt hen epi de mi ol ogic capacity of the public healt h workf orce to ensure  

nati onal healt h security  

  

28 March 2022, Juba - I n order to address the need to i mpr ove fi el d epi de mi ol ogy capaci ty for earl y 

det ecti on and rapi d response to i nf ecti ous di sease out breaks and ot her publi c heal th threats at all 

l evel s of the heal th system,  US CDC, WHO and partners devel oped a three - ti ered pyra mi d model f or 

Fi el d Epi de mi ol ogy Trai ni ng Progra ms (FETP)i mpl e mentati on. At the base of the pyra mi d i s the 3-

mont hs Frontli ne FETP that targets publi c heal th workers at the l ocal l evel, the mi ddl e of the pyra mi d 

is the 9- mont hs I nter medi ate FETP f or regi onal l evel  heal th workers and at the peak i s the 2- years 

Advanced FETP f or nati onal  l evel publi c heal th managers. 

To address the epi de mi ol ogi c capaci ty gaps at the l ocal and subnati onal l evel s of the heal th syste m 

and strengt hen the country’ s publi c heal th systems and progra ms as well as fast track attai nment of 

I nternati onal Heal th Regul ati on (I HR (2005)) core capaci ti es for preventi on, detecti on and response to 

publi c heal th threats, i n Nove mber 2021, the Mi ni stry of Heal th i n coll aborati on wi th the U. S CDC, 

Worl d Heal th Organi zati on ( WHO) country offi ce and AFENET started i mpl e menti ng a frontli ne FETP, 

a 3- mont h i n-servi ce fi el d-based trai ni ng progra m f ocused on detecti ng and respondi ng to di seases 

and events of publi c heal th i mportance or i nternati onal concer n. Parti ci pants l ear n and practi ce the 

funda ment al skills used i n frontli ne surveill ance i ncl udi ng use of case defi niti ons, di sease det ecti on 

and reporti ng, summari zi ng of data usi ng si mpl e tabl es and graphs, case i nvesti gati on, out break 

i nvesti gati on and response, surveill ance moni toring and eval uati on, and data anal ysi s and 

i nterpretati on f or deci si on maki ng.  

I nadequat e skill ed workf orce, especi all y at the l ocal and subnati onal l evel s of the heal th system, f or 

i mpl e ment ati on of the 2005 I nternati onal Heal th Regul ati on (I HR) core requi rements for preventi on, 

det ecti on and response to publi c heal th emer genci es as well as the absence of a fi el d epi de mi ol ogy 

trai ni ng progra m i n the country, were a mong the maj or fi ndi ngs of the 2017 j oi nt external eval uati on 

for the Republi c of Sout h Sudan. I n order to address these gaps, the Sout h Sudan nati onal acti on pl an 
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for heal th security ( NAPHS), 2020 – 2024, has pri oritized the i mpl e ment ati on of fi el d epi de mi ol ogy 

trai ni ng f or publi c heal th workers at the nati onal and subnati onal l evel s.  

Today, 28 March 2022, the mi ni stry is proud to graduate the first cohort of t wenty- one (2 Nati onal, 

10 State, 2 Ad mi ni strati ve Ar ea and 7 County) Surveillance Offi cers on the Frontline FETP.   

Thr ough subsequent cohorts of  frontli ne FETP graduates, the MOH pl ans to have a net work of well -

trai ned surveill ance offi cers and ot her publi c heal th workers i n country who will contri but e to 

i ncreased capaci ty to recogni ze publi c heal th probl ems perti nent to the popul ati on, i ncreased 

compl eti on and accuracy of surveill ance data reporti ng and anal ysi s at state and county l evel s, 

i ncreased capaci ty to provide descri pti ve anal ysi s of a publi c heal th probl em, and stronger cul ture of 

data- based deci si on maki ng. Al so, the frontli ne FETP graduat es will pl ay a criti cal rol e i n scali ng the 

i mpl e ment ati on of the WHO Afri can Regi on I DSR thi rd edi ti on, that the country recentl y adapt ed to 

strengt hen its publi c heal th surveill ance system.  

The Mi ni stry of Heal th woul d li ke to assure the peopl e of the Republi c of Sout h Sudan of its 

commi t ment to ensure nati onal heal th security by worki ng wi th devel op ment partners li ke US CDC, 

WHO,  AFENET and ot her partners to address the fi eld epi de mi ol ogy capaci ty gaps i n the country as 

reported i n the Joi nt External Eval uati on f or I nternational Heal th Regul ati on (I HR) core capaci ti es f or 

pr eventi on, detecti on and response to publi c heal th events.   

For mor e I nf or mati on, Contact:  

Dr. John Ru munu ( Di rect or General, Preventi ve Heal th Servi ces, & FETP Progra m Di rect or MOH, 

RSS); e- mail: ori. moi ga @gmail.com; Tel: +211- 924- 767- 490 
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